Born

28 February 1977

Los Angeles, California, USA

Legacy Early Life
* He has a twin brother,
* Atage 11, they both
spent time studying at
a conservatory of art in
Russia.

* Here he developed a
love of portraiture.

He was the first black artist
to paint an American
President (2017).

Career

* High School for the
Arts, LA

« BFA 1999, San
Francisco Art Institute

* MA 2001, Yale, USA

* Artistin-residence at

the Studio Museum,

Harlem

Well known for

Wiley references the
Old Master paintings in
his contemporary portraits.

‘Bdrack ®bama

He paints African-American
models from all walks

of life.

Year 3: Painting

&

Learn techniques to create a negative space
using paint,

Explore the contrast between foreground and
background.

Technical vocabulary:

Background — the view behind the main objects
or people in a picture or photograph.

Traditional — the beliefs, customs or way of life
of a particular group of people that have not
changed for a long time.

Wash — a very thin, watery layer of paint
applied to a surface.

Negative space —the space around an object
or person, or between objects or people.

Gradient — a gradual blending from one colour
to another.

Effect — a particular look, sound or impression
that somebody, such as an artist or a writer,
wants to create.

Connections

Kehinde Wiley
(born 1977)
American portrait painter
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